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these the northernmost is Diarbekr, capital of a vilayet,
and lying on the western head-stream of the Tigris in a
debatable land, where the Kurdish, Armenian, Syrian,
and Arab races meet on common ground. It is the seat
of a Chaldean patriarch, and does a considerable trade by
river and caravan.

In the Shakh district near Jezireh-ibn-Omar, on the
left bank of the Upper Tigris, are some extensive ruins,
visited in 1892 by Captain F. E. Maunsell, and by him
identified with the ancient city of Bezabde. " For some
two miles to the east were scattered extensive remains
of masonry walls, with towers at intervals. The Kurds
have many traditions about this place, and the guide
said that seven distinct walls could be traced which
used to encircle the town. At the top of the ascent we
entered the village of Shakh through a gateway in a
strong masonry wall, which evidently formed part of
the line of fortifications on this side. Banning north
is a side valley lined with cliffs, down which comes
a large stream. I ascended this for nearly Ij mile,
and found a number of chambers cut in the side of the
cliff, which had apparently been used for dwellings.
One of these measured 20 feet long, 15 feet broad, and
10 feet high, with a door and window, all cut in the
hard limestone, and still in excellent preservation. Higher
up the cliff to the east was a large arched opening lead-
ing into a chamber 60 feet long, 30 feet broad, and
30 feet high. This the Kurds called the council-
chamber. Along the base of the cliff could be traced
the line of an aqueduct, 3 feet wide and 2 feet deep,
cut in the rock for nearly Ij- mile. In former times
this must have been a place of considerable importance,
and I think it may be taken as the site of the Roman
city of Bezabde, capital of the Zabicene province. This
has never been definitely fixed; but hitherto it has been